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Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,

| am grateful to our host and its director, Dr.r}&éarc Coicaud, and his staff, in particular
Ms. Portia Gama, for your support to make this blamikch possible. | also thank UNU-EHS
for sponsoring this event.

Last not least | thank the panellists for your coents on this third volume of this the Global
Environmental and Human Security Handbook for tmehfopocene. We are grateful to our
host for the opportunity to present also the thiwtlime to this distinguished audience

The Anthropocene is a term coined by the Dutch Ndlaeireate of chemistry Paul C.
Crutzen that refers to the phase of earth histoay is severely affected by human activities
due to our burning of coal, oil and gas that hasilted in global warming and that may in-
creasingly pose new international, national anddmusecurity dangers.

This theme was tabled to the UNSC on 17 April 2697The UK, discussed by the UNGA in
June 2009 and in September 2009, UN Secretary @eBan-ki-Moon addressed it in his
report on Climate Change and International Security

With this huge book of 1872 pages this securitydbaok is nearly complete. These three
volumes were edited by a team of 11 co-editors fi@countries and its 270 peer reviewed
chapters were written by more than 300 authors fatwout 100 countries. This volume we
launch today was written by 164 authors from 48ntoes all of them worked without any

honorarium as did the 3 to 5 reviewers who cargfadisessed each chapter.

In response to suggestions from policy-makers I molv write a 100 page synthesis volume
that addresses the key policy-relevant conclusemd suggestions and a brief executive
summary for busy delegates and policy makers. Hitigefre can come back within a year.

We are very pleased that the first female Foreignidter and the Permanent Representative
of Nigeria, her Excellency Amb. Prof. Dr. Joy OgWwas contributed to all three volumes, a
chapter to the first and forewords to the secordithird. In the editorial team Africa, Asia
and Latin America were represented by women, bgetlprofessors from India, Kenya and
from Mexico. We tried hard to give more ‘voice’ ainikibility’ to scholars from the global
South, especially also to women from developinghtoes.

| will address five question¥vhy? By whom? On What? For whom? was this handbook writ-
ten andWhat isits relevance of this huge volume for the United Nations and for you?
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1) What are the reasons for and goals of this newolume on Coping with Global Envi-
ronmental Change, Disasters and Security?

While in the first volume of this handbook @hobalization and Environmental Challenges
(2008) we addressed three reasons for the recaradizattion of security: a) the end of the
Cold War, b) globalization and its negative conseaes that are partly linked to this city;
and c) the process of global environmental and atknchange. This has resulted in three
changes of the security concept:

i) awidening of the political and military focus of national daimternational security to
include its economic, societal and environmentadatisions;

i) in adeepening from the state-centred concepts of “internatioresge and security” in
the UN Charter, and of “national security” to huns&curity issues.

iii) asectorialization of security that addressemergy, food, health, water and soil secu-
rity as well as issues of “women, peace and secuht’ were put on the Agenda of
the UNSC with Res. 1325 on 31 October 2000.

These developments are reflected in this secuahdhook for the Anthropocene, the era of
earth history that is affected by human activitiise previous volume oRacing Global En-
vironmental Change addressed the securitization of climate changeenvaesertification,
population change, urbanization and natural hazardabk reviewed many sectoral security
concepts that are widely used in the UN systems kv book orCoping with Global Envi-
ronmental Change addresses threats, challenges, vulnerabilitiesreskd and policies for
adaptation and mitigation to global environmentae.

2) By whom?

Among its 164 authors of this book are two activeler-Secretary-Generals of the UN, Mr.
Steiner, the executive director of UNEP, and Pof. Osterwalder, the Rector of the United
Nations University (UNU) as well as a former Un@&seretary-General for Disarmament,
Amb. Dhanapalla, who is President of Pugwash thetived the Nobel Peace Prize in 1995.
In these books the south is not an object, manlyoasitare distinguished scientists from de-
veloping countries that analyse the problems af iwen region. The volume combines very
distinguished scientists and promising young sakoleom around the world coming from
many disciplines in the natural and social scienSesne authors work at the UN and UNDP
in New York and at UNESCO.

3) On What?

The 100 texts in this volume, its five preface gssand 95 peer-reviewed chapters address in
10 parts the following themes:

In part | the concepts of security threats, chaieny vulnerabilities and risks are introduced
and in part Il, regional political and military sty dangers and concerns are discussed from
the perspective of countries, regions (e.g. theildadnean the Arab world and West Africa)
and international organizations (EU, NATO). Pait dksesses economic, social, environ-
mental and human security dangers in the Near B&sta and Asia, among them are authors
from Tunisia, Jordan, Israel and Palestine. Parbm\threats, challenges, vulnerabilities and
risks for urban centres in hazards and disastermas chapters by authors from France, Co-
lombia, India, China, Turkey and Nigeria, most whPh.D. candidates who participated at a
summer academy on social vulnerability of UNU-EHS.

Part V on “Coping with Climate Change, Soil and &#fication, Water Management, Food
and Health” includes 28 chapters that address fipeballenges. The six chapters on climate
change discuss uncertainties in climate change dtmgssessments for the river Nile or are
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mapping the areas that will be affected by seal lese in the Nile Delta until 2100, or the
vulnerability of tropical montane forest ecosystesng to climate change. Nine chapters on
soil degradation and desertification focus on NemthMexico, Egypt, Morocco and on Dry-
land Agriculture in Spain, while in the five chafge®n water management authors from Swe-
den, China, Bangladesh, India, Niger, Mauretanih Bumnisia assess different coping strate-
gies for their region or countries. Five chapteealdvith global and regional food and two
with health security issues in Latin America, A&jdsia and Europe.

The five chapters of Part VI on “Coping with Hazgré&ocial Vulnerability and Resilience
Building” document conceptual and empirical work igads of departments of UNU-EHS
and of the first UNU-EHS chair on social vulnerétil

The 17 chapters of Part VII address scientific palicy efforts for Coping with Global Envi-
ronmental Change documenting the work of the foajomresearch programmes on Global
Environmental change: WCRP, IGBP, IHDP and DIVER&SS$Tand of the Earth System Sci-
ence partnership. This is followed by four chapteet summarize the results of WG Il and
[l of the IPCC as well as the work of UNESCO osatiters and of UNDP on climate change
that is available in the press folder for free dm&d. Four chapters review regional strate-
gies, policies and measures for the EU, East Asiin America and the “Politics of Equity
and Justice in North-South climate change negotiat, while three chapters on national
strategies focus on China and Japan.

In Part VIII two chapters deal with Remote SensMglnerability Mapping and Indicators of
Environmental Security Challenges, while in PXrttwo additional chapters discuss activi-
ties towards an Improved Early Warning of Confliated Hazards. In the final two chapters
the two co-editors who are present today develaglyowith Simon Dalby from Canada a
proposal for a political geo-ecology for the Anthoaene and offer their conceptual ideas on
coping with Global Environmental Change with regarcustainability revolution and a sus-
tainable peace.

4) For whom?

The handbook was written for scholars, policy agikdsand policy makers, journalists and
students globally and it should be available inlithearies of major universities, research in-
stitutes and ministries that can afford this hugengilation of global scientific and policy
relevant topical knowledge. This handbook is awddaas a hardcover, as an electronic book
and all chapters may be purchased individuallyhenitternet.

We launched a new book aid project to get thesamves to university libraries in developing
countries that cannot afford such reference boOkshe first two volumes we could send so
far 150 copies as book gifts to 110 Libraries ind®@intries and the German Academic Ex-
change Service bought an additional 100 copiesnit ® its partners globally. All donors and
recipients are documented on a special websitedoh volume and we plan to continue to
send book gifts to university libraries to makestmajor reference book available to faculty
and students in countries that cannot afford sucké.

5) Relevance for the UN System

Security is a key concept of international andarel politics, a basic value in societies, cul-
tures and religions. Thus, the meaning of secumigyters for the United Nations system, for
its member states and its peoples, and its medraaghanged since 1990 as is reflected in
many resolutions of the UNSC and the GA. Maintaintmternational peace and security”
has been a key goal of the UN Charter.

This collective global scientific effort hopes tontribute to better face and cope with the
challenges humankind will experience in this centur
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The editors and authors want to foster a globatiatory learning and to contribute knowl-
edge for proactive policies.

They address the security dangers to avoid thetwgorgetal catastrophes that may occur in
this century if the tipping points of global clirrathange should trigger more severe changes
in global climate than the projections of the scmsaassessed by the IPCC indicate.

To be able to act early requires both anticipategognition of future threats and learning as
well as political will to implement such policies.

Let me conclude, the recent catastrophe that hakapan with the combination of an inten-
sive earth quake of an intensity of 9 on the Richtale, with a severe tsunami that triggered
one of the most serious nuclear catastrophes wiwmsequences cannot yet be fully assessed
is an illustration of the thesis ofGlobal Risk Society that Ulrich Beck addressed in his pref-
ace essay to this huge book.

The adoption of the UN Security Council ResolutmnLibya was partly legitimated with a
“Responsibility to protect” which reflects the sificant change in the understanding of the
concept of security that has occurred since thefahe Berlin Wall.

Given these two recent events tBkbal Environmental and Human Security Handbook for
the Anthropocene (GEHSHA) and its third volume o@oping with Global Environmental
Change, Disasters and Security - Threats, Challenges, Vulnerabilities and Risks e launch to-
day could not be more topical.



